CITY OF COLUMBUS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
COLUMBUS TOURISM COMMISSION
DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:

January 28, 2019
6:00 p.m.
CITY HALL, 105 N. DICKASON BLVD.

AGENDA
1.)
2.)
3.)
4.)
5.)
6.)
7.)

CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL – DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
APPROVE AGENDA
APPROVE MINUTES
CITIZEN COMMENTS
TOURISM COMMISSION FINANCIAL REPORT

8.) OLD BUSINESS:
9.) NEW BUSINESS:
a. Discuss and take action on participation in the Columbia and Dodge County Visitors
Guides
10.) ADJOURN
Notice: It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of other governmental bodies may be in attendance at
the above stated meeting to gather information; no action will be taken by any governmental body at the above-stated meeting
other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice

CITY OF COLUMBUS
COLUMBUS TOURISM COMMISSION
DATE:
LOCATION:

November 7, 2018
CITY HALL, 105 N. DICKASON BLVD.

Minutes
1) CALL TO ORDER – Meeting was called to order at 6:02 PM
2) ROLL CALL – DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM - Members present included: Thom, Traxler, LaPlante,
O’Brion, Milburn and Nehmer. Patel was excused.
3) NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING - Meeting was noticed in accordance with state and local laws.
4) APPROVE AGENDA - Motion by LaPlante and second by Thom to approve the agenda as presented.
Motion approved.
5) APPROVE MINUTES - Motion by Thom and second by LaPlante to approve the 10-24-2018 minutes.
Motion approved.
6) CITIZEN COMMENTS - No Citizen Comments were received.
7)

OLD BUSINESS:
a) Review and consider 2019 Tourism Commission Budget.
Vander Sanden provided further information and updates on the proposed 2019 Tourism
Fund budget. Discussion was had about various items in the budget, including amounts
allocated to website ($125), and the grants line ($2221 was approved as $2779 would be
carried over from 2018). $18,500 was allocated to the marketing plan and $1184 to
products and services.
Motion to approve the 2019 Tourism Fund Budget was made by O’Brion, second by Milburn.
Motion approved on a 6-0 vote.

8)

ADJOURN - Motion by Thom and a second by Nehmer to adjourn the meeting at 6:39 PM.

Respectfully submitted by,
Patrick Vander Sanden

CITY OF COLUMBUS
105 N. DICKASON BOULEVARD COLUMBUS, WISCONSIN 53925-1565
PHONE: 920.623.5900 FAX 920.623.5901 www.cityofcolumbuswi.com

To:

Tourism Commission

From: Matt Schreiber
Re:

Report on 1-28-2019 Tourism Commission Agenda

Item 9a - Discuss and take action on participation in the Columbia and Dodge County Visitors

Guides

The Columbus Tourism Commission normally has purchased a community page ad in the
Columbia and Dodge County Visitor Guides. In 2018 the commission spent $1925 for the
Columbia County Guide and Dodge County Guide cost $1480 for a total of $3405.
The community page rates in 2019 are $1980 for the Columbia County Guide and $1550 for the
Dodge County Guide for a total of $3530. They will print and distribute 50,000 Columbia
County guides and 35,000 Dodge County Guides throughout southern Wisconsin and Northern
Illinois. The guides will also be available online.
The request is approve the spending of $3530 to place ads in both guides. The funds would
come from line item 250-511000-313 Tourism Marketing and Advertising funds which has a
budget of $18,500. This would be the first expenditure from this line item and would leave
$14,790 for remaining marketing activities in 2019.

COLUMBIA COUNTY
The outdoors comes alive in Columbia County. Come explore our 11,000
acres of lakes, 16,000 acres of public hunting and wildlife land, 49 miles of
trout streams, 27 boat landings and 3,000 campsites. Columbia County is
conveniently located in south-central Wisconsin. The County is just a short
drive from metropolitan areas: Madison is less than an hour’s drive;
Milwaukee and Rockford, less than two hours, and Chicago less than four.
Year-round recreation and opportunities for relaxation are all available in
Columbia County. Come for the golf, biking, canoeing, boating and fishing.
Come to visit the National Scenic Ice Age Trail, Wisconsin Dells, The Wisconsin
River and Lake Wisconsin. Enjoy snowmobiling, skiing and ice fishing.
Experience Columbia County’s variety of accommodations including
everything from full-service resorts to intimate bed and breakfast inns.
Remember to leave time to explore the Historic Legacy in Columbia County.
TOTAL
BUSINESS
SALES
The
County
is rich in historic
architecture, charming historic shopping areas,
and historic sites dating back to our American Indian roots.


Total business sales in Columbia County was $194.2 million in 2017,
an increase
of .99%
from 2016.
Scenic natural
beauty,
an abundance
of year round leisure sports, the historic

legacy and enviable antiquing combine to make Columbia County “the place
JOBS
to
create lifetime experiences.”


1926 jobs with a total personal income of $42.4 million were supported
by visitors to Columbia County last year.



Tourism directly and indirectly supports 195,255 jobs in Wisconsin, a
seven-year addition of more than 23,255 jobs to the state’s total
employment.



Largely comprised of small businesses, travel and hospitality jobs that
can’t be outsourced or exported.



The tourism industry provides work across the spectrum of
employment from entry level and part-time jobs to management,
executive and entrepreneurial positions.

TAX REVENUE


Visitors to Columbia County generated $15.9 million in state and local
taxes during 2017.

DODGE COUNTY

Dodge County offers a wonderful mix of activities, both indoor and
outdoor. Birdwatch, bike, shop and explore your way through Dodge
County.
The glaciers that once covered Dodge County have sculpted a
landscape ideal for auto touring. Several scenic overlooks around the
Horicon Marsh allow you to view the wetland’s wildlife.
The arts are alive in Dodge County. See live performances and view
the works of local artists. Browse local shops and galleries that feature
work by local Dodge County artists.

TOTAL BUSINESS SALES
•

Total business sales in Dodge County was $153.9 million in 2017, an
increase of $1.5 million from 2016.

JOBS
•

1521 jobs with a total personal income of $34.1 million were supported
by visitors to Dodge County last year.

•

Tourism directly and indirectly supports 195,255 jobs in Wisconsin, a
seven-year addition of more than 23,255 jobs to the state’s total
employment.

•

Largely comprised of small businesses, travel and hospitality jobs that
can’t be outsourced or exported.

•

The tourism industry provides work across the spectrum of
employment from entry level and part-time jobs to management,
executive and entrepreneurial positions.

TAX REVENUE
•

Visitors to Dodge County generated $9.7 million in state and local
taxes during 2017.

