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CITY COUNCIL REPORT  
 

FOR JANUARY 19, 2021 MEETING 

 
 

 LEVEL OF STAFFING - AS OF 12/31/2020 
 

 

   33  Paid on Call Firefighters - Non-Probationary Members 

       1 Paid on Call Firefighters - Probationary Members 

       1       Fire Chief 

   35 Total Active Members 

 

         5 Vacant Firefighter Positions 

                           1  Hiring Process 

        0  Eligibility List 

 

   Full staff level for active fire personnel is 40  

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                        INCIDENT RESPONSES 

December 2020 

Run # Alarm Date 
Alarm 
Time 

End 
Time Incident Location 

City 
Incident 

Rural 
Incident Incident Type 

# of 
F.F. 

20-132 12/04 17:23 18:00 N4733 Slade Road  X EMS Assist 2 

20-133 12/05 11:00 11:51 N4498 Old Hwy 73  X Possible Silo Fire 13 

20-134 12/09 15:13 16:30 
N2224 
Columbus/Fall River 
Road 

 X Accident 8 

20-135 12/10 10:20 10:35 110 Stuart Street X  Fire Alarm 6 

20-136 12/12 13:59 15:45 
Hwy 16/60 East of 
Roche Road 

 X Accident 13 

20-137 12/14 02:42 02:51 426 South Ludington X  EMS Assist 4 

20-138 12/16 16:59 18:30 
1360 Waterloo 
Street 

X  
Chicken Coop 
Fire 

13 

20-139 12/16 23:39 00:10 
851 South Lewis 
Street 

X  
Odor 
Investigation 

4 

20-140 12/26 13:58 15:40 
Hwy 16/60 ¼ West 
of Oxbow Road 

 X Accident 13 

         

         

         

         

         

         

Current Monthly Total:  9 
Total Runs by Month:  

 
    

       
       

 

Jan 14 
 

July 7 
  

 
 

Feb 16 
 

Aug 9 
  

  

Mar 10 
 

Sep 12 
  

  

Apr   9 
 

Oct 15 

  

  

May 16 
 

Nov 11 

  

  

June      12 
 

Dec 9 

                 
 Year to date total      140                 Last Year at this time      170 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TRAININGS, MEETINGS, AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
DECEMBER 2020 

 
 

 

 12/01  Firefighter II class @ Sun Prairie - FF S. Hoffman 

 

 12/02  Firefighter II class @ MATC - FF S. Hoffman 

  

  12/07  Haz-Mat class @ MATC – FF Kallas 

 

 12/08  Haz-Mat class @ MATC – FF Kallas 

 

 12/12  Haz-Mat Practical @ MATC – FF Kallas  

 

  12/13  Firefighter II class @ MATC - FF S. Hoffman 

 

  12/16  Training Committee Meeting 

 

   

  

 

                           

 

ITEMS OF NOTE FOR DECEMBER 

 
 Glad to have 2020 in the rearview mirror.  The one positive note about the year is that our call 

volume was very low.  We had only 140 calls compared to 170 in 2019 which is about our 

average. 

 

 Randy Koehn 
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Columbus Public Library 

December 15, 2020 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

   Peter Kaland, Library Board President, and Lindsey Ganz made the decision to close on the 

Saturday following the Thanksgiving Holiday because of being short staffed due to Covid-19. It 

was also decided that being closed may be best for the library in case any staff or patrons were 

exposed to the virus over the Holiday weekend. We continue to offer curbside appointments and 

services in the building by appointment only. Library staff have been receiving many phone calls 

to schedule appointments. 

   Staff are continuing to weed the adult nonfiction and the children’s collection in preparation 

for the RFID tagging project. 

   The Friends of the Library have decided not to meet for their December meeting at this time 

due to increased cases of the coronavirus in the area. 

 

PROGRAMS 

   The Virtual Project has Inga Witchser scheduled for our first event in December. We are 

currently planning virtual events through spring. The Library purchased six keyboards to 

circulate and we will be offering beginning adult piano lessons in January to learn a new hobby. 

We also purchased loom knit kits to circulate for ages ten and older. We will have an 

instructional video available online and a two virtual meetings as support for those learning to 

loom knit. Our take-and-make kits continue to be popular among our patrons of all ages.  

 

BUILDINGS  

  The Department of Public Works helped obtained three quotes to update the front entryway 

doors to current code by adding emergency push bars. Andy Black, local woodworker, gave a 

quote to add bench seating and storage in the meeting room area. This would allow for extra 

seating and much needed storage. We have not observed any leaking after the roof was fixed.  

 

MEETING/CONTINUING EDUCATION  

 

MEETINGS 

     The Library programming team continues to meet virtually on a weekly basis. Columbia 

County Directors are meeting virtually once per month to plan events for the Virtual Project. 

 

TRAINING/ EDUCATION 

  Lindsey Ganz attended a virtual continuing education webinar, “Recruitment & Hiring for 

Inclusion & Diversity.” Catherine attended adult programming “Tech Oriented Jobs and Skills 

Needed to Get Them.”  
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DIRECTOR GOALS UPDATE 

    One of my goals is to develop relationships within the community. I was informed that the 

Library Employees are included in the Chamber Membership under the City of Columbus and 

am able to participate in the meetings at no extra charge to the Columbus Public Library. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Lindsey Ganz  



Media Coordinator Report – December 
 

• Highlights:  
o New gear for public checkout: Columbus Cable has two camera kits for check out by the 

public. The kits are to be used only for contributing content to Columbus Cable. Each kit 
includes a video camera, microphone, tripod, and SD card.   

o 2020 cable programming: In 2020, Columbus Cable is proud to have produced 227 
hours of original programming, including city meetings, local concerts and events, public 
service announcements, and other original programming.  

• New Programming Recorded in December: 
o Common Council/COW: December 1, 15 
o Library Adult Crafts – Sock snowmen, loom weave hats (January) 
o Library Crafternoon – Sequin animal silhouettes 
o Library STEM activity – waterproof penguins! 

• December program submissions from public: 
o Zion Lutheran Church services: December 7, 24, 25 
o Faith Lutheran Church Services: 7, 13 
o United Methodist Church Service: December 7 
o Columbus Community Church of the Nazarene: December 7, 27 
o Library Children's Storytime – Tantrums 
o Library Children’s Storytime – Holiday 
o Library Children’s Storytime - Colors 

 
• Cable/equipment issues: 

o No issues to report in December 
 

• Statistics for December: 
o Cable – VIMEO streaming video plays: 81 

 on phone: 34, desktop: 47, tablet: 0 
 Top Video: A Special Message From Santa (12 views) 

o Cable – Cablecast streaming video plays: 3 
o City of Columbus Facebook page – 1999 (+2) 

 Maximum daily page reach for December: 2093 (December 28) 
 Minimum daily page reach for December: 15 (December 25) 
 AVERAGE daily page reach for December: 259 
 Maximum daily engagements for December: 34 (December 10) 
 Minimum daily engagements for December: 0 (10 days) 
 AVERAGE daily engagements for December: 28 

o Visit Columbus, WI Facebook page – 302 (+18) 
 Maximum daily page reach for December: 73 ( Nov. 23) 
 Minimum daily page reach for December: 0 (10 days) 
 AVERAGE daily page reach for December: 3 
 Maximum daily engagements for December: 7 (December 10) 



 Minimum daily engagements for December: 0 (14 days) 
 AVERAGE daily engagements for December: 1 

o Columbus, WI Cable Facebook page – 651 (+3) 
 Maximum daily page reach for December: 104 (December 29) 
 Minimum daily page reach for December: 0 (2 days)  
 AVERAGE daily page reach for December: 8 
 Maximum daily engagements for December: 8 (December 3) 
 Minimum daily engagements for December: 0 (14 days) 
 AVERAGE daily engagements for December: 1 

 
• Staff Time Break down for December: 

o Cable Programming: 64 (40%) 
o Cable Meetings: 5 (3%) 
o City website/social media: 56 (35%) 
o Tourism: 35 (22%) 



http://www.cityofcolumbuswi.com/


http://www.cityofcolumbuswi.com/


http://www.cityofcolumbuswi.com/


http://www.cityofcolumbuswi.com/
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